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O OVERVIEW

Between the late 1940s and early 1960s, when most African
countries gained independence, the spirit of Pan-Africanism
impelled the leaders in 1963 to create the Organization of
African Unity (OAU). In 2002, the OAU was transformed into the
African Union (AU)[1] at the Durban Summit of African leaders.
With the emergence of the AU, the economic blueprint for the
continent was crafted as the New Partnership for Africa’s
Development (NEPAD). In 2013, again, African leaders gathered
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, to mark the 50" anniversary of the
establishment of the OAU. There they acknowledged that the
OAU had achieved its political goal of the decolonization of
Africa, after the end of apartheid, and resolved to declare the
next 50 years for the economic and technological development
of Africa. Hence, the African Union 2063 Agenda was declared as
a vision for Africa’s Development, the least developed region in
the world.

Since the emergence of the Bretton Woods System of
Multilateral Institutions after the Second World War (1944), i.e.,
World Bank (WB), International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World
Trade Organization (WTO) and other northern groupings like the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), countries of the
Global South including the continental Africa felt left out. The
non-aligned countries met together in 1955 at the Bandung
Conference of to address their collective interests.

Historically, Africa had the misfortune of having passed through
periods of slavery, colonialism, and neo-colonialism. Africa
remains the least developed continent and as Walter Rodney
had suggested, “Europe continues to under develop Africa”. The
persistent underdevelopment of Africa is scandalously
problematic. After ‘the scramble for Africa’ of the 1800s, when
the European powers balkanized Africa to ‘spheres of influence’,
we witness right now new debates about the scramble for Africa,
with China, Russia, the United States, and other European
powers competing for Africa’s resources.

While the neocolonialists had been fascinated by mineral
resources extraction without positive gains for the development
of the African continent, the approach of the Chinese has been
structurally differently with massive investments in the road, rail
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and ports developments. This, too, has provoked the ire of detractors who believe all infrastructure development is meant
for China’s Build and Road program and its enrichment.

Amid all the scrambles, South Africa’s joining of BRICS in 2010 was premised on being “a voice for Africa” within this
emerging and fast prominent gaining union. At its BRICS presidency in 2023, South African invited African leaders to the
BRICS Summit in Johannesburg. BRICS leaders have also expressed support for infrastructure development in Africa and its
industrialization within the framework of NEPAD. BRICS leaders reiterated the highest importance attached to Africa’s
economic growth that supports development and stability. The New Development Bank has since extended numerous
development loans to various African countries at terms highly preferential in comparison to those of the World Bank and
IMF. Since 2010, a few additional African countries, i.e., Ethiopia, Egypt, Uganda, Algeria and Nigeria have been added to
the BRICS union as either BRICS+ members or BRICS partner countries.

THE BOOK

Given the obviously precarious position of Africa’s development in global multilateral systems and the growing allure of
BRICS and other multilateral systems beyond and besides the UN system, a scholarly review of Africa’s interest,
partnership benefits at AU and country levels is warranted. Pertinent questions worth pondering include:

1.The Organisation of African Unity/The African Union: A critique of the OAU/AU since its establishment for
its achievement, its shortcomings, and untapped prospects.

2.From Colonialism to Post-Colonial Dependency: Emerging from the 1950s by Argentine economist and
statesman Raul Prebisch, - dependency theory™ examines traditional dependency (popularised in the 1960s
and 1970s) as a criticism of modernization theory. The questions worth pondering are (a) has the post-
colonial states remained dependent on the former colonisers (and visa versa) for development grounded in
Walter Rodney in his book, How Europe Underdeveloped Africa? And what are the continued areas of
dependencies?

3.Juggling the Perilous Global Diplomatic Alliances: The global transition from the Post WWII to Cold War era
required that African countries take calculated decision in their diplomatic alliances; some of which were
informed by the struggle for liberation. The post-bipolar World Order and emergence of multipolarity has
seen many African countries and those in the Global South for the first-time exercising votes in the UN
General assembly that ordinarily would upset global powers. Can African remain neutral and take decisions
in its best interest and what consequences would it generate — if at all?

4.Financing Africa’s Development: Though at independence some African countries were at par with their
East Asian counterparts; African countries have nevertheless lagged way behind over time. The Structural
Adjustment programmes of the 1980s are discredited for destabilising and destroying African economies —
further impugning the reputation of the Bretton Woods Institutions (IMF and World Bank). Who will finance
Africa’s development?

5.Resource Curse: Africa’s Riches in Mineral Resources, i.e., 60% global arable land, 70% of global cobalt,
70% cocoa and 62% of global diamonds, through the lenses of the Resource Curse Theory is cited to be
Africa’s curse. Can Africa turn the abundance of its mineral resources to its advantage?

6.The Africa We Want: African ideologues (Fanon, Mazrui, Rodney, etc.) have over time explained the causes
of Africa’s development demise. New perspectives on the development of Africa that negates the future
role of the West punting Africa as an equal partner in trade and manufacturing, among others seem to gain
much prominence.
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METHODOLOGY

While we encourage strong systematic reviews, we equally encourage a strong focus on drawing empirical data from
multilateral organisations and country reports and statistical services reports. The analysis should generally be pitched at
multilateral organisational analysis than a single or cluster of few countries.

Essentially, qualitative analysis should be augmented by historical-deductive analysis and quantitative data (statistical
tables) to explain the development indices and performance.

While the use of theories helps us understand the workings of the world in general, context relevancy of theories to in this
instance, ‘Africa’ should be overtly explained. The theories of for example Dependency and Constructivism do help us
understand/stood at given era.

THE CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

We are willing to accept only unpublished research, revised conference papers, 70% revised and upgraded published
works. Submitted manuscripts should not have been published or under consideration for publication anywhere else. It is
the author(s)’ utmost responsibility to obtain copyrights permission for published units before submitting them to the
editorial team. All manuscripts shall be anonymized for peer-review process and adhere to Springer’s guidelines for
publication. Furthermore, the contributions for this edited book are intended to range from 125,000 words; and each
book chapter or section range from 5,000 to 8000 words including all the materials.

[1]Elizabeth Farny (November 23, 2016), “Dependency Theory: A Useful Tool for Global Inequalities Today?”
https://www.e-ir.info/2016/11/23/dependency-theory-a-useful-tool-for-analyzing-glo. Accessed March 7, 2020.
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